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FAMILY  OF  PIONEER 
JOSEPH  HANKS 

At  intervals  during  the  past  few 
weeks  there  have  appeared  in  Lincoln 
Lore  several  discussions  on  the  ma- 
ternal ancestry  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  last  contribution  on  this  subject 
was  published  in  the  bulletin  of  March 
24.  It  dwelt  upon  different  forms  used 
in  spelling  the  Hanks  name. 

This  confusion  in  spelling  found  its 
way  into  early  campaign  biographies 
of  Lincoln,  published  in  the  summer  of 
1800.  Howell  says  Lincoln  assisted 
George  Close  in  splitting  rails  for  a 
.lames  "Hawks"  in  the  year  1830,  but 
Howard  calls  this  employer  of  Lincoln 
James  "Hanks."  Bartlett,  in  the  first 
edition  of  his  biography,  says  that 
Lincoln's  associate  in  some  of  these 
rail  splitting  contracts  was  John 
"Hawkes,"  but  in  a  later  edition 
changes  the  spelling  to  "Hanks." 

According  to  Lincoln,  this  last 
named  John  Hanks  was  a  first  cousin 
to  Abraham's  mother.  This  should 
make  it  of  interest  to  learn  if  possible 
who  were  some  of  the  other  cousins  of 
the  president's  mother.  John  Hanks' 
father  was  William  Hanks,  a  son  of 
Joseph  Hanks  a  Kentucky  pioneer. 
It  is  the  family  of  this  Joseph  Hanks 
and  his  descendants  that  is  of  primary 
importance  in  studying  the  Hanks  an- 
cestry. Here  are  to  be  found,  the 
uncles,  aunts,  and  cousins  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  if  the  president  was  correctly 
informed  about  the  relationship  of  his 
mother  to  John  Hanks. 

The  will  of  Joseph  Hanks  entered 
for  probate  on  May  14,  17i>3,  names  his 
wife  Nanny,  and  eight  children.  A 
bequest  in  the  will  makes  it  quite 
certain  that  all  of  his  living  children 
were  therein  mentioned. 
Family  of  Joseph  and  Xanriy  Hank* 

Thomas,  married  ? 

Joshua,  married  ? 

William,  married.  Elizabeth  Hall 

Charles,  married  ? 

Joseph,  married  Polly  Young 

Elizabeth,  married  Thos.  Sparrow 

Mary,  married  Jesse  Friend 

Nancy,  married  Levi  Hall 

That  Nancy  Hanks  was  not  a  child 
of  any  of  the  above  named  sons  of 
Joseph  Hanks  is  quite  certain  as  there 
is  good  evidence  that  she  was  or- 
phaned before  the  year  1700  when  her 
mother  married  Henry  Sparrow.  If 
the  cousinship  relation  with  John 
Hanks  is  to  be  maintained  and  the 
integrity     of    the     will  conserved. 


Nancy's  father  must  have  been  a  son 
of  Joseph  Hanks,  who  died  at  least 
four  years  before  Joseph  made  his 
will.  According  to  one  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Joseph,  this  son's  name  was 
James. 

There  is  no  positive  information 
about  the  families  of  Thomas,  Joshua, 
and  Charles  Hanks.  The  name  of 
Joshua  appears  in  Nelson  County  lists 
for  and  1787  while  on  a  fragment 
of  paper,  evidently  about  the  same 
time  the  name  of  Charles  Hanks  ap- 
pears. There  was  a  Thomas  and  a 
Joshua  Hanks  living  in  Hopkins  Coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  at  the  very  l>eginning  of 
the  century.  Although  no  direct  con- 
tact can  be  made  between  them  and 
the  Thomas  and  Joshua  of  the  Joseph 
Hanks  will,  it  seems  wise  to  present 
brief  sketches  of  them. 

Thomas  Hanks 
The  name  of  Thomas  appears  on  the 
tax  list  of  Christian  County,  Kentucky, 
as  early  as  1806.  He  served  as  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Hopkins  County 
for  several  years. 

On  August  5,  1812,  Thomas  Hanks 
married  Catherine  Reck.  Thomas  was 
dead  by  the  year  1826  as  his  estate 
was  sold  at  public  auction  on  Septem- 
ber 16  of  that  year.  The  personal 
property  was  appraised  at  $679.75. 
Joshua  Hanks  purchnsed  several  items 
at  this  sale.  The  children  of  Thomas 
and  Catherine  Hanks  were  Harriet, 
William,  Elizabeth.  Thomas,  Stephen, 
Ann.  David,  and  Samuel. 

Joshua  Hanks 
The  Joshua  Hanks  who  was  associ- 
ated with  Thomas  Hanks  in  Hopkins 
County,  was  born  February  17,  1787, 
according  to  the  family  records.  There 
is  very  good  evidence,  however,  that 
his  father's  name  was  John.  Joshua 
married  Esther  Gatlin.  a  cousin,  No- 
vember 2'i.  1817.  The  names  of  their 
children  were  Mary.  Williamson.  Ma- 
hala.  Nancy.  Stuart.  Elizabeth,  Caro- 
line, Mansfield,  and  Martha. 

Family  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Hanks 
James,  married.  Rebecca  Atherton 
Elizabeth,  married.  Juhal  Meadow 
Nancy,  married.  .  .  .Jacob  Robbing 
Charles,  married.  Hannah  Martin 

William,  married  ? 

Celia.   married   .  .  ? 

Joseph,  married  ? 

John,  married  Susan  WiNon 

I.ucinda.  married.  Thos.  Douglas 

Sarah,  married  Mr.  Brown 

\ndrew,  married  ? 

William  Hanks  married  Elizabeth 
Hall  September  12.  1703.  a  short  time 
after  th»»  will  of  his  father  was  pro- 
hated.  He  bought  his  younger  broth- 
er's interest  in  the  homestead  and 
evidently  kept  the  family  together  for 
some  time.  About  the  year  1K00  he 
purchased  land  in  Hardin  County  and 
f'inallv  migrated  into  Indiana  and  later 
into  Illinois. 

The  oldest  son.  James,  was  born  in 
1704  and  mr.rri.-d  Rctacca  Atherton 
in    1817     He    moved    to  Sangamon 


County  in  1826  and  two  years  later 
located  four  miles  northwest  of  De- 
catur in  Macon  County.  It  was  here 
in  1830  that  Abraham  Lincoln  split 
rails  for  him. 

John  Hanks  was  born  in  1802.  For 
a  short  time  he  lived  not  far  from  the 
Lincolns  in  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 
In  1S28  he  moved  to  Macon  County, 
Illinois,  where  his  brother  James,  had 
settled.  It  was  this  John  Hanks  who 
supplied  the  rails  for  the  Republican 
convention  of  18C0. 

Charles  Hanks 
Tradition  says  Charles  married  and 
had  four  children;  Jane,  John,  Conrad, 
and  Nancy,  but  evidence  to  support 
this  statement  is  lacking. 
Family  of  Joseph  and  Polly  Hank* 
Jacob,  married.  Elizabeth  Adams 

Elizabeth,  married  

 James  Kirkpatrick 

Susanna,  married  ? 

Nancy,  married.  .William  Hoosicr 

John,  married  Ann  Mattison 

Joseph,  married  

 Martha  Bartholomew 

Mary,  married  William  Hall 

Amaltha,  married. .  .Henry  Loper 
Caroline,  married. ..  .James  Hall 
Joseph  married  Polly  Young  on  No- 
vember 10,  1810,  more  than  four  years 
after  Lincoln's  parents  were  married. 
The  story  that  Nancy  Hanks  was  vis- 
iting in  the  home  of  this  Joseph,  the 
Elizabcthtown  carpenter,  at  the  time 
Thomas  Lincoln  mot  her  in  1806  can- 
not be  maintained. 

Family  of  Elizabeth  and 
Thomas  Sparrow 
They  were  married  in  1706.  As  they 
had  no  children  of  their  own  they  took 
their  nephew  Dennis  Hanks,  into  their 
home.  At  their  death  in  1818  Dennis 
inherited  their  property.    The  story 
that  Lincoln's  mother  lived  with  them 
as  a  small  child  or  at  any  period  in  her 
life  lacks  confirmation.   The  Nancy 
Hanks  who  made  her  home  with  them 
for  some  time  was  Elizabeth's  own 
sister  Nancy,  the  mother  of  Dennis. 
Family  of  Mary  and  Jesse  Friend 

Jesse  Friend  and  Mary  Hanks  were 
married  in  Elizabcthtown,  Kentucky 
in  1705.  Although  they  had  several 
children  the  names  of  their  offspring 
have  not  been  learned. 

Family  of  S'aney  and  Levi  Hall 

Dennis  (Hanks),  married  

 Elizabeth  Johnston 

Squire,  married  

  Matilda  Johnston 

William,  married. ..  ..Mary  Hanks 
James,  married .  .Caroline  Hanks 
Levi  Hall  w  as  a  brother  of  Elizabeth 
Hall  who  married  Nancy's  brother 
William.  I-evi's  stepson,  Dennis,  and 
son,  Squire,  married  the  two  step- 
daughters of  Thomas  Lincoln,  while 
his  two  other  sons  married  two  daugh- 
ters of  his  wife's  brother,  Joseph. 

John  Hall,  one  of  the  eight  children 
born  to  Squire  and  Matilda  Hall  lived 
on  the  old  Thomas  Lincoln  place  in 
Coles  County,  Illinois,  after  the  death 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  father. 
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VIRGINIA  ORIGIN  OF 
JOSEPH  HANKS,  SR. 

The  last  contribution  appearing  in 
Lincoln  Lore,  which  discussed  the  his- 
tory of  the  Hanks  family,  was  con- 
fined to  the  descendants  of  the  pioneer 
Joseph  Hanks  after  they  reached  Ken- 
tucky. It  was  from  this  family  that 
Nancy  Hanks  is  supposed  to  have 


It  is  the  purpose  of  this  monograph 
to  present  some  of  the  testimonies  of 
the  descendants  of  the  family,  and 
others,  bearing  on  the  residence  of  the 
pioneer  Joseph  Hanks  before  settling 
in  Kentucky.  Some  of  the  excerpts 
exhibited  are  from  letters  written  to 
Mrs.  Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  now 
in  possession  of  the  editor  of  Lincoln 
Lore.  Some  excerpts  from  duly  au- 
thorized public  records  are  used  also. 

Joseph  Hanks,  Sr.  died  in  179.3  and 
named  as  beneficiaries  in  his  will  his 
widow  and  eight  children.  The  young- 
est son,  Joseph,  was  but  twelve"  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 

We  learn  from  a  deposition  of 
Daniel  Vittertow.  filed  in  a  chancery 
suit  as  early  as  1810,  in  the  Nelson 
County.  Kentucky,  Court,  that  Joseph 
Hanks,  Jr.,  the  youngest  son  of  Joseph 
Hanks,  Sr.,  returned  to  Virginia  short- 
ly after  his  father's  death.  The  ques- 
tion put  to  the  plaintiff  was  as  fol- 
lows: "Did  Joseph  Hanks,  Jr.,  go  to 
Virginia  soon  after  the  death  of  his 
father?"  The  deponent  replied,  "He 
did." 

The  fact  that  the  younger  Joseph 
was  but  twelve  years  of  age  at  the 
time  he  went  to  Virginia  would  imply 
that  someone  went  with  him.  The  fam- 
ily tradition  has  it  that  the  widow  re- 
turned to  the  old  home  and  this  record 
seems  to  support  that  assumption. 
Evidently,  at  least  one  of  the  older 
sons  had  remained  in  Virginia  when 
the  family  moved  to  Kentucky. 

Joseph  Hanks,  Jr.  himself  made  an 
affidavit  in  1817  that  reveals  he  was 
back  in  Kentucky  again  by  the  year 
1799,  which  is  in  harmony  with  a 
reminiscence  of  his  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  Wilson: 


Cannon  City,  Colorado 
Feb.  25,  1895 

Mrs.  C.  II.  Hitchcock: 

"My  grandfather,  Joseph  Hanks,  Jr. 
was  the  youngest  or  near  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  was  left  an  orphan  at 
an  early  age  and  went  to  live  with  an 
older  brother  in  Virginia,  was  mis- 
treated  by  his  brothers  wife  and  ran 
away  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky." 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Wilson. 

Another  grnndson  of  the  same  Jo- 
seph Hanks,  Jr.  also  suggests  that  the 
old  place  in  Virginia  had  been  kept  in- 
tact and  held  by  the  elder  brother 
whom  she  names.  The  excerpt  carry- 
ing this  information  follows: 

Florence,  Colorado, 
January  26,  1895. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"Grandfather  (Joseph  Hanks,  Jr.) 
told  me  that  an  estate  of  660  acres 
was  rightfully  his  having  been  unlaw- 
fully held  by  his  elder  brother,  who  I 
think  was  named  Joshua." 

J.  M.  Hanks. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
name  "Joshua"  mentioned  in  J.  M. 
Hanks  correspondence  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  oldest  son  mentioned  in  the 
will  of  Joseph  Hanks,  Sr. 

This  leads  us  to  inquire  about  the 
Virginia  site  of  the  original  Hanks 
farm.  As  an  authority  for  the  general 
location  of  it  we  have  the  testimony 
of  Dennis  Hanks,  a  grandson  of  Jo- 
seph Hanks,  Sr.  Dennis  conveved  this 
information  to  William  Herndon  and 
Mr.  Woik  forwarded  the  quotation  to 
,Mrs.  Hitchcock: 

Greencastle,  Ind. 
Dec.  10,  1894 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"Dennis  Hanks  said  that  the  Hanks's 
came  to  Kentucy  from  the  'Roanoke 
River  Country  in  Virginia*  hut  he  nev- 
er knew  the  county.  He  thought  it  was 
Halifax  County  but  was  never  cer- 
tain." 

Jesse  W.  Weik. 

A  Virginia  branch  of  the  Hanks 
family  has  conserved  much  valuable 
historical  data.  They  have  evidence 
whieh  contributes  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  original  home  of  the  Joseph 
Hanks  group. 

Pipers  Gap,  Vn. 
Dec.  11,  1895. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"My  grandfather,  Joshua  Hanks, 
Sr..  was  born  in  Amelia  Count  v.  Vir- 
ginia, in  the  year  1760  ....  I  believe 
that  Jo>eph  Hanks  who  moved  to  Nel- 
son County,  Kentucky,  was  a  brother 


or  uncle  of  Joshua,  Sr.  Joshua  Hanks, 
Sr.,  had  one  or  two  brothers  who 
moved  to  Kentucky. 

C.  L.  Hanks, 

The  testimony  of  Dennis  Hanks  in 
Kentucky  and  J.  M.  Hanks  in  Virginia 
seem  to  be  in  agreement  as  to  the  gen- 
eral location  of  the  home  and  will 
make  it  much  easier  to  trace  the  site 
or  sites  occupied  by  the  family. 

Another  question  which  confronts 
us  when  we  reach  back  into  Virginia 
is  the  personnel  of  the  group  with 
whom  Nancy  Hanks  migrated  to  the 
Kentucky  country.  Two  of  the  earlier 
Lincoln  biographers,  Barrett  and 
Whitney,  seem  to  have  gathered  some 
first-hand  information  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  Whitney  wrote  a  long  letter  to 
Mrs.  Hitchcock  about  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  family.  A  brief  extract  fol- 
lows: 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Hitchcock: 

"Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln's  father  died 
in  Virginia  and  his  widow  and  daugh- 
ter came  to  Kentucky  where  the  widow 
married  Henry  Sparrow  for  her  sec- 
ond husband." 

H.  C.  Whitney 
Jan.  17,  1895 

It  is  of  importance  to  put  alongside 
of  this  opinion  a  reminiscence  of  J.  H. 
Barrett  who  had  a  personal  interview 
with  Lincoln  about  his  family  history: 

Lovelar.d,  Ohio 
September  11,  1895 
Mrs.  C.  II.  Hitchcock: 

Mr.  Lincoln  stated  to  me  in  1S61 
that  his  mother  was  born  in  Virginia, 
that  she  came  to  Kentucky  with  some 
of  her  relations  and  not  with  her  par- 
ents, but  gave  me  no  other  clue. 

J.  II.  Barrett. 

These  testimonies  are  not  in  serious 
conflict  with  the  traditions  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Richard  Berry,  guardian 
of  Nancy  Hanks,  who  claim  that 
Nancy  and  her  widowed  mother  Lucy 
did  not  come  to  Kentucky  with  the 
family  of  Joseph  Hanks  but  with  & 
group  of  her  mother  Lucy's  people. 

The  findings  here  also  agree  with 
the  testimony  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
relative  to  the  location  of  the  Hanks 
family  at  the  time  his  mother  was 
born.  In  the  autobiography  prepared 
for  Scripps  he  said;  "My  parents  were 
both  born  in  Virginia." 

The  next  task  in  this  series  of  stud- 
ies on  the  Hanks  Family  will  be  con- 
fined to  the  Virginia  history  of  the 
maternal  ancestors  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. 
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February  5,  1943 


K^6j  Cracy  t.  Slr.yback 

lafayette,  Ind. 

Dear  Mrs.  Slayback: 

Bj..  Vnrren  Is  nov  on  his  annual  speaicing 
itirerary  and  will  net  return  until  the  aiddle  of  March, 
tfpoa  Ms  ret-irn  to  the  office  I  an  mire  he  will  be  glad  to 
aid  you  in  your  research  of  the  Lees  of  Nelson  and  Hardin 
county  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Martha  Putnam,  Sec'y 


w 


A  K0 


March  16,  I9k5 


Mrs.  Grace  L.  Slay beck 
17  South  lvth  Street 
Lafayette,  Indiana 

Dear  Madam: 

'Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter 
with  reference  to  the  Lee  family.    I  might  say 
that  I  hare  been  f irrly  convinced  for  many  years 
that  Mr.  Barton's  genealogy  with  respect  to  the 
Lee  family  of  Richmond  County/  Virginia  being  the 
same  Lee  family  that  cam  to  Kentucky  is  all 

I  hare  gathered  a  few  records  on  the  Lee 
family  but  I  wouldnot  hare  time  to  go  through  them 
now  and  try  and  make  any  tabulation  of  them  as  I 
am  Just  back  from  a  seven  weeks  itinerary  with  a 
great  pile  of  letters  before  me  that  will  take  me 
three  weeks  to  answer.    If  you  were  at  any  time  in 
Fort  VJayne,  you  would  have  the  privilege  of  going  over 
any  of  the  records  which  I  have  gathered  on  this 
family. 

I  intend  to  go  back  into  Kentucky  again 
this  summer  for  a  week  or  two  and  will  be  pleased  to 
make  such  observations  as  I  can  on  the  connection. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWsCRS 
L  .A  .Warren 


Director 


May  14,  1951 

Dr.  Louie  A.  Warren 

Director,  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Building 
1301  S.  Harrison  St. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  am  an  amateur  genealogist  who,  starting  in  abysmal 
ignorance  of  methodology  some  fifteen  years  ago,  have  been 
struggling  all  this  time  to  trace  my  great-great-grandfather  Lee 
back  to  his  parents.    I  have  worked  most  of  the  time  in  Chicago 
from  Annie  Walker  Burns  Bell's  transcriptions  of  Kentucky  vital 
statistics.    Just  this  week  I  have  read  your  article,  published 
in  1929  in  the  Wisconsin  Magazine  of  History.  "The  Lincoln  and 
LaFollette  Families  in  Pioneer  JUrarna,"  and  it  looks  to  me,  both 
from  what  you  tell  and  what  you  imply  about  having  additional 
data,  that  you  may  possess  the  key  to  my  mystery. 

My  ancestor  Charles  Lee  came  into  Southern  Illinois 
around  1818.    His  oldest  son  had  been  born  in  Kentucky  in  1814 
—  tradition  ways  in  Montgomery  County,  but  I'm  skeptical.  We 
learned  from  the  U.S.  Census  of  1850  that  Charles  had  been  born 
in  Kentucky  in  1792  or  '93,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Griffin,  had  been 
born  in  Kentucky  in  1794  or  '95.    Tradition  is  that  they  were 
married  in  Louisville,  but  I  have  found  no  record  of  it. 
Combined  census  reports  indicate  that  Charles  had  at  least 
thirteen  children;    the  names  known  to  us  are:    Charles  Brooke 
(or  Brooken),  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  Harbin,  Rhoda  P.,  John  Anderson, 
William  Y. ,  Richard  P. ,  and  Rebecca. 

Charles  was  a  Baptist  preacher,  and  helped  to  organize 
several  churches  in  Southern  Illinois.    He  was  also  a  celebrated 
witch-master  —  he  unhexed  people  who  had  had  a  spell  put  on 
them!    Charles's  oldest  daughter  married  a  Hard-Shell  Baptist 
minister,  so  I  presume  that  Charles's  affiliation  was  with  the 
Predestinarians.    Therejis  no  family  legend  as  to  whether  he  was 
ordained  or  had  just  gotten  "a  call."    I  suspect  the  latter. 
At  one  time  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  during  his  latter 
years  he  operated  a  grist-mill. 

Family  tradition  was,  needless  to  say,  that  we  were 
related  to  Robert  E.  Lee  and  that  Charles  had  been  born  in 
Virginia,  so  we  were  not  even  remotely  on  the  trail  until  we 
went  to  the  Census  Bureau  (eleven  years  ago;    that's  how  slowly 
part-time  amateurs  work).    On  the  same  trip  we  located  an 
ancient  little  lady,  a  granddaughter  of  Charles,  who  told  us 
that  we  were  related  to  the  LaFollettes;    she  didn't  know  how, 
but  when  the  Old  Senator  came  to  fame,  her  brother  had  written 
and  verified  the  relationship.    On  this  clue  we  went  up  to 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  and  found  the  LaFollette  family  history, 
which  suggested  that  this  legend  is  correct. 

Working  at  Newberry  Library,  I  concentrated  on  Hardin 
County  records,  and  did  find  some  of  the  Lee-LaFollette  inter- 
marriages.   Although  this  may  have  no  bearing  on  my  search, 


I  do  want  to  suggest  that  the  assumption  that  Abigail  Lee  was 
the  mother  of  Nancy  and  Polly  is  incorrect.    According  to  Hardin 
County  marriage  records,  Mary  Lee  married  Jesse  LaFollett  with 
the  consent  of  Abigail  Crofford,  in  1808,    Also  in  1808,  Abigal 
Crawford  married  Edmund  Lee.    Then  in  1312,  Abigal  Lee  married 
Green  Lee.    Mrs.  Bell's  transcript  of  Nelson  County  marriage 
records  did  no/1 include  the  other  two  Lee^LaFollette  marriages 
which  you  cite  (and  how  that  has  shaken  my  faith  in  her  otherwise 
monumental  achievement),  so  I  don't  know  whether  Abigal  gave 
consent  for  Nancy  Lee  or  not.    If  she  were  the  mother  rather  than 
step-mother  of  the  girls,  then  he/if irst  husband  would  have  been 
a  Lee,  perhaps  the  Charles  who  died  in  1796,  Crawford  would  have 
been  the  second,  and  the  poor  woman  would  have  been  widowed  four 
times,  from  three  husbands  named  Lee!    Life  on  the  frontier 
certainly  had  drama!    If  she  were  their  step-mother,  it  would 
suggest  that  Edmund  or  Green  was  father  to  the  girls.    How  could 
she  have  been  giving  consent  in  that  case  —  perhaps  as  sister 
of  their  mother? 

As  for  the  Elizabeth  Lee  who  was  appointed  executor  of 
John  Lee* s  estate  in  1788  and  was  presumably  his  widow,  I  wonder 
if  she  wasn't  the  one  who  in  1789  married  Jesse  Ice  in  Nelson 
County.    Then  in  1791  Sarah  Lee  married  with  the  consent  of  her 
step-father,  Jesse  Ice:    and  in  1797  Mary  Lee  married  with  the 
consent  of  her  parent  (a  widow  again  already?),  Elizabeth  Ice, 
bondsman,  Charles  Lee.    This  Charles  can't  be  the  older  one, 
who  died  in  1796,  nor  mine,  who  would  have  been  five  years  old 
at  the  time. 

But  that  ray  Charles  does  belong  with  these  Hardin  and 
Nelson  County  Lees,  I  haven't  the  slightest  doubt.    Do  you  have 
additional  information  that  might  identify  the  Charles  born  in 
1792  or  '93,  or  can  you  suggest  other  possible  sources  of  data? 
I  am  now  living  in  New  York,  and  the  Public  Library  here  is  not 
at  all  good  for  Kentucky  material.    I  am  not  financially  able 
to  make  a  trip  to  Kentucky,  nor  even  to  Washington  to  the 
Congressional  and  D.A.R.  libraries  at  the  present  time.    I  have 
not  written  to  the  Hardin  County  Historical  Society,  nor  to  the 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Library.    Do  you  think  that  I 
should?    Actually,  I  don't  know  whether  such  organizations  are 
equipped  to  handle  correspondence  inquiries ,  or  if  there  is  a 
fee  for  their  research  services,  and  my  ignorance  about  these 
matters  has  made  me  hesitate  to  get  in  touch  with  them,  I'm 
sure  that  amateurs  get  along  more  successfully  by  being  brash! 

Could  you  also  please  give  me  your  references  for  the 
fascinating  material  about  the  Hanks-Lee  connections:  the 
Joseph  Han ks- Nancy  Lee  marriage  in  Richmond  County,  Va. ;  that 
the  father  of  that  Nanoy  was  named  William,  born  in  1704  and 
deceased  in  1764;    that  this  William  had  three  brothers,  Charles, 
Richard,  and  John.    Why  do  you  then  pick  Richard  as  a  possible 
father  for  the  Kentucky  settlers,  rather  than  one  of  the  other 
three?    And  when  you  suggest  that  the  John  and  Charles  were 
brothers  of  Richard  and  William  "also  living  there,"  did  you 
mean  in  Hardin  County,  or  just  in  that  part  of  the  state.  I 
have  a  good  many  entries  on  Richards  and  Williams  in  Jefferson 
and  Nelson,  and  have  no  idea  whether  they  refer  to  a  single 


person  of  each  name  or  a  group  of  each.    Of  course,  you  have 
probably  already  noted  the  fact  that  my  Charles  had  sons  named 
John,  William,  and  Richard. 

I  can't  tell  you  how  much  I  will  appreciate  any  facts  or 
any  suggestions  that  you  can  give  me  —  and  I  don't  say  that  as 
a  casual  social  phrase!  I  feel  so  cxose  to  the  end  of  my  quest 
with  all  the  revelations  of  your  article,  that  I  can  practical^ 
taste  it.  I  could  have  looked  up  the  LaFollette  family  in  the  ' 
card  index  and  found  your  article  many  years  before  this  —  but 
at  least  I  did  it  at  last,  and  with  what  dramatic  consequences: 


Very  truly  yours, 


303  E.  17th  St. 
New  York  3,  N.Y. 


Mies  Harriet  Thompson 

303  E,  17th  Street 
Wmt  Ten'?:  Zt  Tfev  York 

Dear  Miss  Thomson: 

I  do  not  think  I  would  he  able  to  do  the  material  I 
have  gathered  in  Kentucky  justice  "by  dipping  In  here  and  there 
and  citing  references  to  the  Tec  fainily  even  if  I  had  time  for 
It.    We  have  a  very  ftmall  personnel  here  and  we  are  not  equipped 
to  do  personal  research  work.    If  you  could  find  your  way  clear 
to  visit  Fort  Wayne  and  think  you  could  apend  two  or  three  days 
with  the  records  I  have  copie"  in  Kentucky  and  Virginia  I  think 
probably  you  could  corce  to  some  definite  conclusion  about  the 
Lee  fanily.    Our  offices  here  are  open  from  8:00  A.  M.  until 
hi  30  P.  M.  Monday  through  Friday  and  I  think  you  would  find  much 
that  would  interest  you.    Let  us  know  if  you  would  find  it  con- 
venient to  pay  us  a  visit  In  our  Library  and  if  so  we  will  get 
material  together  for  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWsJM 
L. A. Warren 


Director 


Hall,  .Levi 

Brother  of  Elizabeth  Hall  Hanks 
Hall,  Nancy  Hanks 

Daughter    of   Joseph    and  Nancy 

Hanks 
Hanks,  Charles 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
JiankSj  ? 

Wife^rXharles   (if  , married)  not 

known 
Hanks,  Joseph  1781-1856 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
Hanks,  Mary  Young  7-1872 

Daughter    of    John    and  Susanna 

Young 

Second  Cousins,  Maternal  Line 

(Children  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Hall  Hanks) 
Hanks,  James  1794-1852 

Married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Mary 
Martin  Atherton 
Meador,  Elizabeth  Hanks 
Married  Jubal  Meador 
Robbins,  Nancy  Hanks 

Married  Jacob  Robbins 
Hanks,  Charles  7-1852 

Married  Hannah  Martin 
Hanks,  William  1804-1900 

Married  Elizabeth  Kanatyar 
Hanks,  Celia 

If  married,  name  of  husband  not' 
known 
Hanks,  Joseph 

If  married,  name  of  wife  not  known 
Hanks,  John  1802-1889 

Married  Susan  Malinda  Wilson 
Douglas,  Lucinda  Hanks  1813-1890 

Married  Thomas  Douglas 
Brown,  Sarah  Hanks 

Husband's  given  name  not  known 
Hanks,  Andrew  Jackson 
Wife's  name  not  known 

(Children  of  Levi  and  Nancv 
Hanks  Hall)  -k 

Hall,  Squire 

Married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Sarah  Bush  Johnston 
Hall,  William 

Married  Mary  Ann.  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Polly  Young  Hanks 
(Children  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Young) 

Hanks,  Jacob  Vertrees  1812-1894 

Married  Elizabeth  Adams 
Kirkpatrick,   Elizabeth   Hanks  1813- 
1839 

Married  James  Kirkpatrick 
Hanks,  Susanna  1816-7 

If  married,  name  of  husband  not 
known 

Hosier,  Nancy  Hanks  1818-1890 

Married  William  Hosier 
Hanks,  John  Henry  1822-7 

Married  Emma  Atkison 
Hanks,  Joseph  1825-7 

Married  Martha  Bartholemew 
Hall,  Mary  Ann  Hanks  1827-7 

Married  William  Hall,  son  of  Levi 

and  Nancy  Hanks  Hall 
Loper,  Amaltha  Hanks  1830-1849 

Married  Henry  Loper 
Hanks,  Isabelle  1833-7 

Married  but  name  of  husband  not 

known 

Hall,  Caroline  Hanks  1836-7 

Married  James  Hall,   son  of  Levi 
and  Nancy  Hanks  Hall 


Great  Uncles  and  Great  Aunts, 
Maternal  Lines 

Inasmuch  as  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln, 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  had  no 
full  brothers  or  sisters,  there  could 
have  been  no  uncles  or  aunts  in  the 
maternal  line,  hence  there  could  have 
been  no  Hankses  who  were  first  cou- 
sins to  the  President.  To  avoid  con- 
fusion, however,  the  uncles  and  aunts 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  mother  are 
listed^along-with  such-  children-as  -  are 
known—who^  would-  be  -  second  "cousins 
of- Abraham-Lincoln. 
Hanks,  Thomas 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 

m^t~i- 

kaawji"'"" 
nanks,  Joshua 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
Ikmks,'"-    •  =  v 

Wife-'of^Joshua--  -(if- jnarr-iedX.^flt 

known 
Hanks,  William 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
Hanks,  Elizabeth  Hall 

The    mother    married    £gf).  Caleb 

Hazel  "  ... 

Sparrow,  Thomas  7-1818 

Son  of  (James-  W.  and  Mary  Spar- 
row        ~  - 

Sparrow,  Elizabeth  Hanks  7-1818 

Daughter    of    Joseph    and  Nancy 

Hanks 
Friend,  Jesse 

Brother  of  Charles  Friend 
Friend,  Mary  (Polly)  Hanks 

Daughter    of   Joseph    and  Nancy 

Hanks 


CHILDREN  OF  JOSEPH  HANKS 


Joseph  Hanks  living  near  where  the  town  of  Athertonville ,  Kentucky, 
now  is  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rolling  Fork  River  made  his  will  on 
January  8,  1793  and  died  sometime  befdre  May  14,  1793,  when  the  will  was 
probated. 

In  this  will  he  names  his  wife  Nanny  and  the  following  eight  children* 
Thomas,  Joshua,  William,  Charles,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Polly(Sarah) ,  and  Nancy* 

We  are  not  certain  about  the  identity  of  these  two  oldest  children 

Thomas  and  Joshua,  neither  do  we  have  any  trace  of  Charles.  What  information 

we  have  about  the  other  children  follows; 

WILLIAM  -  married  Elizabeth, Hall  Sept.  12,  1793  ^ 
Children'  James,' El izabeth, Nancy,  Charles/ William,  Celia,V Joseph,  John, 
v  Lucinda,  Sarah,  and  Andrew  Jackson. 

JOSEPH  -  married   Mary  Ypnng  Nov.  19,  1810 
Children,    Jacob  Vertrees,  Elizabeth,  Susanna,  Nancy,  Baby,  Baby,  John  Henry, 
Joseph,  Mary  Ann,  Amaltha  Jane,  Isabella,  Caroline. 

ELIZABETH  *  married  Thomas  Sparrow,    Oct.  17,  1796. 

Children  ,  They  died  without  issue. 

Polly  of  Sarah  -  married  Jesse  Friend, December  10,  1795 
Children,  There  were  several  but  I  do  not  have  their  names. 

NANCY  -  married  Levi  Hall     date  not  known 
Children,  One  child  Dennis  before  she  married  Hall,  At  least  two  children 
by  Hall,  Squire  and  William,  possibly  others. 

Some  of  the  above  children  of  William(son  of  Joseph)  had  families  as  follows: 

JAMES-  married  Rebecca  Atherton  Oct.  15,  1817 
Children,  Isaac,  Nancy,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  John,  Lucinda,  William  Benjamin, 
Andrew  Jackson,  Sarah  Margaret,  Rebecca  Ellen,  Susan  Malinda,  MarthaEmel ine. 

El  izabeth  -  married  Jubal  Meador 
Children,  Thomas  ,  John,  William,  James.  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Rhoda. 

CHARLES  -  married  Hannah  Martin  in  1826 
Children,  William,  Enoch  and  two  daj^iters 

Susan 

JOHN  -  married  Malinda  Wilson 
Children,  William,  James  Lewis,  Jane,  Felix,  Emily,  Gracen,  Mary, 

LUCINDA    -  married  Thomas  Douglas  Oct  3,  1833 
Children,  Margaret  Ann,  Mary  Elizabeth,    William  Thomas,    James  Henry,  Milly  Jane, 
John  Lyman,    Nathan  Anderson,  Green  Lee,  Louisa  Emeline,  Samuel  Marion. 

No  information  on  Nancy,  Charles,  Celia,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Andrew  Jackson, 
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